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ENTSO-E & EUROPACABLE 2018 https://docstore.entsoe.eu/Documents/TYNDP%20documents/TYNDP2018/position_paper_signed.pdf 
New or Upgraded land based HV line needed in Europe to 2030 



  

26 months 

ACER 2018 “Consolidated Report on the progress of electricity and gas Projects of Common Interest for the year 2017“ 
 



??% 
% of people in this room who 

would feel positively about a new 
380kV line near their house?  



Types of “Compensation” 

Landowners Environmental 
compensation 

(offsetting) 



“Community payments for grid 
infrastructure are payments made by 
the TSO to provide a direct benefit to 

communities in the vicinity of a new or 
upgraded high voltage electricity line” 
– RGI, “Community Payments – Case studies from across Europe” 2016 

 

“Community payments for grid 
infrastructure are payments made by 
the TSO to provide a direct benefit to 

communities in the vicinity of a new or 
upgraded high voltage electricity line” 
– RGI, “Community Payments – Case studies from across Europe” 2016 

 



The Logic 

Spread the 
benefit  

 
 

 Increase citizen and/or 
institutional acceptance 

Quicken permitting  



RGI publication 





50Hertz – Community compensation 

Key facts 
• Optional € to local 

authority 
 
• Max of €40,000 per km 

 
• Trialed on the 88km 

Hamburg to Schwerin line 
- €1.62M paid out. 
 

• Roll out across all future 
projects 

 
 





RTE – Crowd Funding  

Key facts 
• Part of RTE’s larger 

(compulsory) compensation 
scheme (8-10% of project 
costs) 
 

• Trialled on the Haute-
Durance set of projects. 

 
• 32 projects funded - €208,413 

total 
 

• Roll out across all projects 
 
 

 





EirGrid - Community fund  

Key facts 
• Community projects funded by 

EirGrid 
 

• €15,000 per kilometer – small 
and large grants available 

 
• Trialed on the 24km Mullingar – 

Kinnegad project – total of 
€360,000 made available. 
 

• 37 community organisations 
funded 

 

 





EirGrid - Proximity payments 

Key facts 
• 200 - 50 metres from the final line 

- €2,000 – €10,000. Sliding scale 
depending on distance.  
 

• Process managed by EirGrid 
payments are ex-gratia.  
 

• Only for new “Greenfield” projects 
– not upgrades 
 

• Paid in instalments - start of 
construction and when energised. 

 
 

 
 
 



Does it improve community perceptions? 

Study on EirGrid’s approach 
• Structured interviews 
• Citizens had positive perceptions 
• Needs to improve:  
 More inclusive physical 

“boundary setting” 
 Clear and transparent 

communication of eligibility 
 Evaluation of each funded 

projects impact 
 

 



Study done by RWI Essen 

• Experiment with 10,000 participants 
• Hypothetical new line: 1/3 given cash, 1/3 told the 

authorities would get cash, 1/3 given nothing. 
• “Acceptance”: 
 Decreased when people given cash  
 Unchanged when authorities given cash 

• Why?:  
 Feelings of bribery and guilt 
 Signal that the line is a danger 

 

 
 
 



Concluding remarks 

• Appears to be a relationship between TSO proactiveness 
and positive citizen perceptions. 
 

• RTE and EirGrid especially positive about how it has 
improved relationships. 
 

• The approaches have trade-offs between transparency, 
flexibility, visibility and resources. 
 

• More research needed to understand the comparative 
impacts on acceptance of the different schemes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Many thanks! - Questions? 
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